
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Press information  
        
Federal Chancellor Gerhard Schröder opens the Berlin Conference  
on Nov. 26, 2004 
 
Culture in the service of Europe 
 
Culture should not be seen as a marginal area of European politics, but as a catalyst for action 
in all spheres of politics. A civic initiative in Berlin has set itself the remit of strengthening this 
idea within the Community. With the Conference, it is seeking to recruit allies who will agree on 
practical steps towards turning the idea into reality. 

 
Give culture greater 
impact on European 
politics 

The conference “A Soul for Europe” (Jacques Delors) will take place at the 
Brandenburg Gate in Berlin on November 26 to 27 2004, after the radical 
changes brought about by the enlargement of the EU and at the beginning 
of the term of office of the new European Parliament and the new EU 
Commission. We would like the discussion amongst participants from the 
world of culture and politics to initiate practical consequences for a higher 
importance of culture in European politics. 
 

Culture is irrefutable The premise underlying the conference: 
In the context of globalisation, new power constellations and global 
terrorism, Europeans have new responsibilities, but also new interests and 
opportunities. They can only fulfil them if they ensure that culture becomes a 
constituent part of European politics. Culture is a corner stone of Europe, 
but in the policies of the EU so far it plays only a marginal role. The EU’s 
cultural policy has no real power and influence on Europe’s fate and 
fortunes, which handicaps the unification process and weakens Europe’s 
position in the world.  That is why the conference project was originally 
entitled “Is the EU anti-European?” 
 

It is not about the 
interests of culture, 
but Europe’s crisis 
 
 
 
 

The Berlin conference is concerned with Europe, not with the interests of 
culture per se. Internally and externally, Europe is currently in a critical stage 
of development:  
- Despite the zeal with which the European Commission produces rules 

and regulations, many Europeans don’t have a clear picture of the new 
Europe, where it is heading for and what the actual point of the 
unification process is.  

- At the same time, Europe’s relative significance on a global scale is 
dwindling. Europe is becoming less important in the world. 

 
Continuity and 
sustained 
effectiveness   

The conference is concerned with continuity and long-term effectiveness. 
The 200 selected participants will include representatives of European 
cultural life who will speak about the possibilities it holds. We are hoping to 
persuade representatives from the political arena to carry forward the 
impetus given by the conference. We would like them to agree on concrete 
steps to make culture an effective force for Europe.  
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Target groups, participants, board of trustees, initiators 
 
 
Target group:  
primarily European 
politicians 

The conference is seeking primarily to influence politicians who are concerned with the 
topic of Europe. It is not primarily addressed to cultural people or cultural politicians. 
That is one of the reasons why we have invited members of the EU Commission and 
the European Parliament, but also the leaders of national parliaments (invited by 
Bundestag President Thierse), mayors of major European cities, the leaders of the 
European Parliamentary parties, the Ministers for European affairs of individual 
countries and the chairpersons of the EU committees of national parliaments (invited 
by the chairman of the EU committee in the German Bundestag, Matthias Wissmann). 
 

Young decision-makers 
from Central and Eastern 
Europe  

An important group of participants will be young decision-makers and people working 
in the cultural arena in many European countries, but particularly Central and Eastern 
Europe. One of the ways of establishing contact with them will be through a 
questionnaire that the Felix Meritis Foundation in Amsterdam is sending out.  
  

Representatives of 
cultural life  

Artists and representatives of cultural life will describe to the politicians how they see 
the shortcomings of Europe’s unification process so far and where they feel that 
culture can help.  
 

Board of trustees Trustees of the conference are Hedy d’Ancona (Netherlands), Jacques Delors 
(France), Timothy Garton Ash (Great Britain), Hans-Dietrich Genscher, Bronislaw 
Geremek (Poland), Meglena Kuneva (Bulgaria), Andrei Plesu (Romania), Javier 
Solana (Spain) and Richard von Weizsäcker. 
 

A civic initiative 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The conference is based on a civic initiative. It is not an event organised by a 
government body or official association. 
The initiators, headed by Volker Hassemer, Berlin’s former minister for cultural affairs 
and urban development and Nele Hertling, head of the DAAD’s artists-in-residence 
programme, include Klaus-Dieter Lehmann, the president of the Stiftung Preußischer 
Kulturbesitz (Prussian Cultural Heritage Foundation), Steve Austen, Amsterdam-based 
cultural entrepreneur, Hans-Erich Bilges, member of the board of WMP EuroCom AG, 
former American ambassador to Germany John C. Kornblum, former Rector and 
Permanent Fellow of the Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin, Wolf Lepenies, and architect 
and journalist Bernhard Schneider. 
 

Presented and funded by  
   

 
Venue Dresdner Bank on Pariser Platz 

 
Project sponsor 
 

Forum Zukunft Berlin e.V. 
Press contact 
 

Angelika Ludwig, presse@berlinerkonferenz.net, Tel: 030-883 96 23 
 www.berlinerkonferenz.net 

 
As of: August 2004 
 


